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TWO CENTS.

IN CONGRESS TODAY
The Senate Refused to Take Up the

Alabama Election Case.

MR. ALLEN CHARGES INSINCERITY

Mr. Sherman Answers Him and
Gives the Party's Policy.

MATTERS IX THE HOUSE

In the Senate today the following bills
¦wore passtti*. Authorizing the purchase b>
the I'nited States and the making free of
toll of roais passing over the Yosemite
National Park; regulating the pay of non¬

commissioned officers of artillery, cavalry
and infantry of the army as follows: Ser¬
geant major. $::«>; regimental quartermaster.
$.!!>: first sergeant. $.'«»: sergeant. : cor¬

poral. $17. A proviso to the las. bill pro¬
vides for a continuance of longevity pay as
heretofore. Appropriating J3*»,UUO for a

public building and site at Deadwood, S.D.
Tli>- Hoiid InveKtlgntlon.

The resolution authorizing the employ¬
ment of stenographers and clerical staff for
the investigation of recent bond issues of
the finance committee was reported and
agreed to.
Mr. Chandler (N.H.) secured the adoption

of a resolution culling on the AttorneyGeneral for a -ta. -meat of the condition of
the ;<«... rnment suits Intituled In New
York city to tee Joint i'.ailroad Traffic
Association between Chicago and the At¬
lantic seaboard.

Til.- l*rop<«Me<l Seal Inquiry.
The resolution recently preset.ted by Mr.

El.ermm for the appointment cf a com¬
mittee of live Si r.ators to go to Alaska
dt.ring the recess of Congress and condu.t
certain inquiries as to s-_al life, boundary,
etc., was reported back to the committ-'e
or. contingent expens. and plc.otd on the
calen i.ir without favorable or unfavorable
recommendation.
Mr. Chun.Mer objected to immediate con-

siderr tion.
In presenting a petition from New Hamp¬shire urging fsvcnnMBt UHULIstaip of tde-

grapb lines. Mr. Guilinger state<l that the
petition was addr s 1 to "Senator.. (! ti¬
ling, r and Smith of V v.- Hampshire." Mr.
GaHtgcr added faceticoaty iiiat the refer-
nce to his New Hampshire colleague
(Chandler) as Smith was donbilcss because
ho had been before the public so little of
late.

The Alabama Selection.
The proposed inquiry into alleged election

iiregularities in Alabama came up on a re¬
quest by Mr. Alb n (Neb.) for unanimous
con**, nt to proceed to the i.nmediate con¬
sideration of the subjeet.
Mr. Mill (N.Y.) quickly objected, saying

other busine.-s had th . right of way. and
tin proposed inquiry was not a privileged
question.
Mr. Chandler, author of the resolution cf

Inquiry, point d out that the question had
been pending l"ore in one form or another
for the last two years, and it seemed evi¬
dent. sai.l Mr. Chandler, that the resolu¬
tion could not progress as long as the New
York Senator was here to object.
Mr. Cr.mdler ask. 1 unanimous consent

that a lli.al vole be taken on the resolution
»n W ednesday at p.m.

;.Ir. Allen argued that the alleged Alaba¬
ma irregularities was one of the highest
privilege. He lisclaime-d, however, any de¬
sire to prosecute any Inquiry which would
question the light of Mr. Morgan (Ala.) to
his seat.
Mr. Faulkner (W. Ya.) Interjected the re¬

mark that this disclaimer of ar.y purpose
to question the right of Mr. Morgan to his
.eat at once took from the question any
privileged character it might possess.

>lr. Allen'* Motion iuiiI It* Defeat.
Mr. Allen responded sarcastically that he

wou! 1 not go so far as to term this sugges¬
tion "pettifogging." yet he knew It would
rot deceive the lntelliger.ee of the Senate.
Mr. Allen added that. In orler to relieve
the presiding officer. Vice President Steven-
sen, fro-n ruling on the question of privil¬
ege, he woul 1 move to take up the resolu¬
tion. Ti.is preelpitated an unexpected vote.
The motion was defeated; yeas, 'j; nays,

41.
Those voting in the affirmative were:

Chandi.r. Fry. Galllnger and Morrill, re¬
publicans. and Allen and Peffer, populists.
On the T' IIV"' ¦-¦*-» of the vote Mr. Al¬

len. with some feeling, said this d sclosed
to him what he had long suspected, that
there was no sincerity on the part of re¬
publican Senators, with the exception of
the author of the resolution, Mr. Chandler,
as to proceeding with the investigation.He ha 1 felt satisfied, he said, that "when
It came to the show-down" republican Sen¬
ators would join with democrats in defeat¬
ing the investigation.
He said he desired this vote to go before,

the count!y in view of the elai-n that the
republican party stood lor a fair election
and an honest count.

Mr. Sherman"* Reply.
Mr. Sherman answered briefly that Mr.

Allen had entirely misapprehended the
caises let-ding to the adverso vote. It
¦was not for the present Congress, hut for
the one assembling March 4 next, to In¬
quire into any questions affecting the seats
of Senators or members whose terms be¬
gan at that time. The Senate had no
Jurisdictlcn. Mr. Sherman said, to examine
Into the general subject of an election.
Its Jurisdiction extended to an Investiga¬
tion as tc the right of a Senator to his
seat when that right had been formallychallenged. It could not investigate the
election of members of the House. He
made this explanation, he said. In view
of Mr. Allen's suggestions of Insincerity.
Mr. Allen rose to state that In his J.idc-

mer.t the vote was a deliberate refusal to
carry out party claims of championing the
cause of fair elections.
Mr. Chpndler satd the vote had resulted

largely from the unwillingness to displace
appropriation bills. If he had been con¬
sulted he would have advised against
ctowding a vote as against appropriationbills.
Mr. Allen, sotfo voce, expressed willing¬

ness to let Mr. Chandler's explanation"st&nd for what It Is worth."
With this flurry over the Senate took upthe bill relating to the price of gas In theDistrict of Columbia.

TIIF. llOl'SK.

The House today entered upon a two
days' debate of the Immigration bills on
the calendar under a sp< clal order. Re-
fore the order was reported from the com¬
mittee on rules some business was trans¬
acted by unanimous consent.

Bills were passed to Incorporate the An¬
cient Society of Colonial Damss of Amer¬
ica for the general distribution of con¬
demned cannon by the Secretary of War
and Secretary of the Navy; to compel the
attendance of witnesses before the local
Jand offices.
To grant a site to the Charity Hospital at

Beloxi, Miss.; to authorize the establish¬
ment of a life-saving station on the coast
of Maryland between Fenwick Island and
Ocean City; to grant an American register
to the bark VUlasi.

Secretary Liininnt Afraln on Duty.
Secretary Lamont has returned to Wash¬

ington from a two weeks' fishing trip alongthe St. Lawrence river, and was at the
War Department today a« usual.

DISTRICT IN CONGRESS

The Dollar Gas Bill Still Further Dis¬
cussed iu the Senate.

Mr. Kyle Qnotex the Spooned Inventi¬

on t ion Report to Sustain Hi* Argu¬
ment*.-Other Loeul Matter*.

Tie Senate took up the pas bill today im-
mediately after the routine morning bus¬
iness had been concluded. Senator Faulk¬
ner called it up. and Senator Kyle at once
resumed the floor to continue his speech,begun Saturday. Mr. Faulkner yielded,
however, for some miscellaneous matters,
but he encountered an obstacle when Sen¬
ator Allen called up the Alabama elections
resolution.

. ,It was nearly 1:15 when the Senate got
down to the consideration of the gas bill.
Before Mr. Kyle went on with his speech
Senator Harris took the floor to make an
explanation in regard to Mr. Sands" charge
that he had been denied a full hearing be¬
fore the District committee. Mr. llarns
said his flrst impression from r.ennng Mr.
K.\ le's reading of the corr.spomdemo be¬tween Mr. Sands and Senator McMillan
was that Mr. Sands made such a charge.
He had since examined the correspondent-
at length and ascertained that what Mn
Sands had requested was not a hearing
arguments from the company, but a
chance to make a final speech before tl e
committee, a summinc up. Mr. Harrt
thought that the chi-irman had .lone «
actly right in denying this privilege to Mr.

S's"natr.r C.allirger drew out fromi Mr.
Harris the (act that at ;htime Mr. San k
m-d« his request the Commissioners haPracti, 'fly agrcou to report the Sands bill
adversely.

Mr. Iv> l<- ItfHumex.
Mr. Kyle then wei.t on with h.s speech

and explained the proce.-s of making wa-
ter Kan, which forms part of the product
of thi local company. He que ted ligures
to show the cost ef gas making in various
cii'es and he saiu he could not. see how i.
was 'possible to make the claim that it
costs more to make gas here than in other
lar^e cities of the east.

.Mr. K> le referred to the Spooner repot t
ot IV*;, and quoted tfie statement t i.it i.
the opinion of the eon:mitiee J1 could K
tix J as tno maximum price "f gas in tht-
citv. and still leave a generous margin tor
profits. He read other paragraphs from
this document to support his content.0.1.
H- called special attention to the fact tha.
Mr. Spoomr had come to the conclusion
that it or:lv cost the gas company M cent
a thO'ir.and to make and distribute the i!
luminant at that tim?. Mr. Kyle insiste.;that this cost hal certainly been re-Jucc-i
in ten years. Heading from the report n-
s.iowod that under a sharp examinat.ua
Mr Mcllh'tiny. the thin prosident^of «".
company, had acknowledvd to lh,' ':'u'committ> ^ that the company could sell t..
gas fi.r *1 a thousand and still make l >

cents, or 17vi P°r cent.
The Star** Xohle l'l«lit.

Mr. Kyle said that The Star had for
rranv years been making a noble light for
cheaper gi3 for the people of tho Dis,.r:.*i.
Iteferri:!g again to the Spooner report, lie
read an account of the dividends declared
up to that date by the gas company, aver¬
aging li;.H per cent on the capital invested.
Hince then, Mr. Kyle said, the dividendshave greatly in< reas.-d. and he referred to
a recent communication in The Star inwhich it was stated that the company in1KI5 had declared a total dividend of ::<>
per cent. No other local company, exceptperhaps the Washington and GeorgetownKailioad Company, mane anything like asmuch money. He asked th.'* Senators pres¬ent how they could conscientiously voteagainst a reduction of the price to ?1 athousand, and he ventured the assertionthat they could not secure election to Con¬
gress from the District with a record ofvoting to keep up the price if the peopleof the District had "home rule."

Agninat a Five-Your Contract.
He argved that it was not right to enter

into a "live-year contiact," such as he
said the pending bill provided. Mr. Faulk¬
ner said in reply that there was no con¬
tract contemplated by the bill. He called
attention to the clause in the bill whereby
Congress expressly reserves the right to
alter, amend or repeal the bill, and he sait!
that the rrice of gas may be changed at
the rext session if this bill should pass.Mr. Kyle Insisted that it was practical yimpossible to secure the repeal of a bill,and he urged that Con-cress either ought
to give dollar gas for all time or to mal'.e
a higher price for only one year. He then
took up the question of the purity and
quality of the gas furnished to the Dis¬
trict consumers, and he argued that the
test tnd standard adopted In the bill v.oul.i
rot give the people better gas, quoting Air.
W. C Dodge as authority for this state¬
ment.

Lot* Owned by tlie Government.
Senator Proctor today introduced a reso¬

lution directing the Attorney General to
report to the Senate on the flrst Monday in
December a list of all the lots in the Dis¬
trict of Columbia originally owned by the
United States, but which have been hel 1
fo»- some years by private individuals, who
have paid the taxes. The r-solutlon c.ted
the fact that there are now many such
cases, and, therefore, calls upon the At-torne'y General for accurate information
with the apparent intention of coveringthose cas?s by a blanket bill which will
settle the titles. The Senate agreed to the
resolution without division and the Attor¬
ney General will, therefore, make his re¬
port to the next session.

MR. HOOVKIt'S PKXSIOX.

Why tlie lfonoe Should Piikm It Over
the Prexident'o Veto.

The House committee on invalid pensions
today authorized a report to be made on the
bill vetoed by the President which granted
a pension of $if> to Francis E. Hoover. The
report, which recommends the passage of
the bill over the veto, was adopted by a
vote of 11 to 2, Messrs. Erdman of Pennsyl¬
vania and McClellan of New York voting in
the negative.
The report, drawn by Mr. Kirkpatrlck of

Kansas, states that the President's reasons
for vetoing the bill are wholly untenable,
being based upon the ground that the dis¬
ability was not of service origin and that
to grant a pension in this case would work
discrimination against thousands of equally
deserving soldiers.

It is pointed out that pensions have been
granted to many distinguished generals and
their widows when their disability was not
clearly shown to have been of service ori¬
gin, and similar pensions have also been
granted privates. Such pensions have not
encountered serious opposition.
Under the circumstances, says the report,

we cannot conclude that the passage of this
bill is an unjust discrimination against
thousands of deserviia; soldiers, but to re¬
fuse to grant relief in this case, in our opin¬
ion, would be an unwarranted discrimina¬
tion against the private.
If the President's action in this case, con¬

tinues the report, were to guide the action
of Congress it would have to turn a deaf
ear to many cases deserving a pension.
Since filing the flrst report the committee

have taken additional testimony.and the re¬
examination of the case convinces them
that the soldier's disability Is fairly tracea¬
ble to army service. The committee And
that Mr. Hoover is in a helpless condition,entirely do-stitute, save for a pension of Jin,which does not pay for his support and nec¬
essary attendance.

GETTING A JURY
Irving Ford Now on Trial for His

Lite.

DEFENSE OBJECTS TO JURORS

More Talesmen Summoned and
an Adjournment Taken.

ALL DELAY REFUSED

Long before the hour for opening court,
10 o'clock, a great throng of men, women

and even children gathered about the en¬

trances to the old Criminal Court room to¬
day, all anxious to obtain, if nothing more,
a glimpse of Irving Ford, the self-confessed
murderer of poor little Elsie Kreglo. Even
the sidewalks about the city hall and the
parking surrounding it were crowded by
those anxious to see the wretch. The great
majority of them, however, were doomed
to disappointment, for, in obedience to the
instructions of Judge Cole, Marshal Wil¬
son's orders excluded about every one ex¬

cept members of the bar, members of the
regular panel of jurors, of course, court
officials, newspaper n en and others whose
presence was absolutely required. There¬
fore, when, at a few minutes after 1 >
o'clock. Judge Cole took his seat and di¬
rected the opening of court, not all of the
chairs Sr. the court room were occupied.

Ftti'ii Ii t In.
Just after Crier Joyce had formally open¬

ed the court, Criminal No. 1, Ford was
brought up from ihe t list: b* lew by Bailiffs
Springman and iliuwn, .he former stating
himself beside the murderer, who sat just
bock of bis counsel, M"ssrs. Arthur Pete/
and U. Newton IX.nuldson. Ford v.as, of
.ourse, tiie one gr-jat o'.ject ol every eye,
ir.d it was observed tli.it his personal ap¬
pearance hail greatly improved since the
day of his arraignment, hist Monday. W ith
the exception of a barely discernible mus¬
tache, his face was ileanly shaven, and his
head was i.closely cr.ipped as scissors
and razor could well make it. lie wore a
,-aek coat of pepper and salt material, his
trousers being of tile same material and
.olor. Til ¦ most conspicuous feature of his
attire, however, was a bright red flannel
shirt, lie sat with fold'd hands ti.e great-
or part of the time, 'lis eyes constantly
wandering about the court rcom. At times,
too, he nervously twined his fingers in and
out, and sometimes he would rest his
head on his hand, on the whole he wore
i sullen, listless look, as if he was weary
of the proceedings and was anxious that
they should be quickly terminated.

Delay ItefilHcd.
Judge Cole was preceded In court by Dis¬

trict Attorney Birney and his assistant,
Mr. I.asKey, and the defendant's counsel,
the prisoner being brought in a moment
later. Air Birney at once announced that
he was ready to proceed, but Mr. Donald¬
son submitted a motion for a postpone¬
ment of the trial for one week. In support
c.f the motion the prisoner's counsel s«ore
that they have had insufficient time to pre¬
pare a defense, and declared that he had
been prejudiced by taking the case from
the foot of the calendar and advancing it
over a large number of other cases, some
of them being homicide cases.
Judge Cole, however, denied the motion,

holding that no good reason had been
given in support of it. The practice of the
ourt, he explained, permits the district
attorney to call cases for trial as most
convenient to his office. Al>out the only
reason given in the motion was that the
defendant's counsel are not prepared to
go on, but it is seldom that counsel in
any case think that '.hey are fully pre¬
pared. During the last four or five years,
remarked the court, the courts here, as
well as other United States courts, have
so fully discussed and defined the law ap¬
plying to homicide that all the questions
likely to arise in the present trial have
been determined. Ther 'fore, on the whole,the motion assigned no real ground for de¬
lay, and it would have to l>e denied. The
defendant is entitled to and will receive
a fair trial, said the judge, but, at the
.same time, he will be given no advantage
to which he is net clearly entitled by mat¬
ter of right.

Ui'tlliig a Jury.
Mr. Donaldson noted an exception, and

then Judge Cole directed the jury to be
impaneled. At his direction Clerk Smith
called twelve members of the regular panel
into the box, swearing them to give true
answers to such questions as the court and
counsel might ask them. They were John
li. Thornton, Matthew Byrnes, George M.
Fillmore, Richard W. AUnutt, John D.
Nauck, George \\\ l'eritt, colored, F. A.
Linger, Flank A. Jones, Samuel L. Turner,
colored, William Hollander, Daniel Shea
and Edward Brooks.

Matter of Oiilnl:ina.
First the members of the panel called in¬

to the box wete questioned by Judge Cole.
He asked them, separately, of course, If
they had formed or expiested an opin¬
ion as to tlie guilt or Innocence of the pris¬
oner. Then, when they arswered, as about
every one of them did, that they had form¬
ed or expressed an opinion, the judge in¬
quired if they could not listen to the evi¬
dence as presented in court, and render a
verdict based entirely on the evidence un¬
influenced by the former or expressed opin¬
ion. If the talesmen declared that they
could, and that they were not opposed to
capital punishment, and had no bias one
way or the other, the court declared them
to be competent to ser.*e. Then the coun¬
sel for the defense tojk part in the In¬
quiry, asking on what the opinions were
based, whether they were strong opinions,
and if it would not require strong evidence
to remove such opinions.
The defendant's counsel also closely in¬

terrogated the talesmen as to the alleged
confessions of the prisoner, as published in
the newspapers. Inquiring whether. If the
alleged confession should be excluded by
the court, they would, nevertheless, retain
their opinions.Mr. Thornton stated that while he had
formed an opinion, he could render a ver¬
dict based alone on the evidence as pre¬
sented ill com t. He was, therefore, direct¬
ed to retain his seat in the box. Mr.
Byrnes also had formed an opinion, based,
like that of Mr. Thornton, on what he had
read of the case.
"Have you ever said that you thought

Ford should be hung?" inquired Mr. Don¬
aldson.
"You need not answer that question,"

said Judge Cole. "Counsel have no right to
kr.ow what the opinion of a talesman Is."
"Would it not require very strong evi¬

dence to remove your opinion?" next in¬
quired Mr. Donaldson.

"It would," replied Mr. Byrnes, where¬
upon counsel lor the defense submitted
that he was incompetent.
"No," ruled the court, "that does net

disqualify him. for it stands to reason
that if no evidence should be presented
in opposition to a juror's opinion he would
retain his opinion."
Mr. Byrnes explained, however, that he

had a bias, but remarked in answer to the
court's inquiry that it was not one of Ill-
feeling against the defendant. He was
then declared competent, whereupon the
defense challenged liim for cause. Their
challenge was overruled, when they noted
an exception to the court's ruling.
George M. Fillmore said he had formed

an opinion, and at tirst feared it would in¬
fluence Ills verdict. But under the court's
inquiry he explained that l.e thought he
could render a fair and Impartial verdict.
He was then declared qualified, the de¬
fense's challenge for cause being overruled.

Mr. Allnutt thought his opinion would not
interfere with Ills verdict, and he retained
his seat in the box, as did Mr. Nuuck and
Mr. Peritt, the two last named staling that
they had frrmcd no opinion.
Mr. Linger was challenged for cause by

the defense, he having stated that he had
formed an opinion, but the challenge was
ovei ruled.
Mr. .Ion»s was excused by the court be¬

cause he feared his opinion would not yield
to the evidence.
Mr. Turner retained h'.s seat In the box

cn explaining that his opfnion would not
interfere with his verdict, as did Mr. Hol¬
lander, the defense's challenge of the lat¬
ter for cause being overruled. This same
thirg occurred when Mr. Shea was called.
Mr. lirooks was declared competent, but
the court excused Chaa. K. Hums because
of a too decided an opinion. l>'rank W.
Dowling took a seat in the box, but Leon¬
ard C. Bailey, colored, was excused by the
court because he was afraid his opinion
would interfere. Frank Upperir.an was
seated despite an opinion.

DefeiiMe 4'liiill<*nK<-H.
That filled the jury 1 ox with twelve men

declared by the court to be competent,
when counsel for the defense exercised the
first of tie twenty peremptory challenges
allowed them by law by excusing Mr. Hol¬
lander. Jrmes L. Calhoun, called to take
his place, was excused by the court be¬
cause he was afraid he eculdn't disregard
the alleged confessions, should they be ex¬

cluded by the cturt. S. \V. Dickman had
no oplnicn at til. and then the defense
challenged Mr. Fillmore. \V. F. Holbrook
took his place, when Mr. Linger was chal¬
lenged by the defence. Addison Banketl
had no opinion, -nd when he took his seat
In the box the defense challenged Mr.
Shea.
Wm. F. Ferguson, colored, thought he

coul l render a verdict uninllueneed by his
opinion, when the government exercised its
first challenge by excusing Mr. Byrnes.
Judge Cole thought Fre.lk. 11. Iiessler's
opinion was loo strong to allow hhn to «-.it
in the case, and George K. Cook was seal¬
ed, despite his opinion, when he was at
once challenged by the defense. C. W.
Henshaw's opinion wp.s held to be not ;f
disqualifying one. when tin- defense chal¬
lenged Mr. Allnutt. Oliver L. White, col¬
ored, taking his place despite an opinion.
Mr Ferguson was then challenged by lb;
defense, and Gecrg . K. Brown, colored, was
excused by the court because he feared his
cpinion w mid not yield to evidence.
Mr. Brov n was the last cnc of the regu¬

lar panel of twenty-six talesmen to in
called, and as there remaiiifd but eleven
men in the box. subject to twelve dial¬
ler ges by the defense and four by the gov¬
ernment, Judge Cole directed the cleik to
mmmf n sixty extra talesmen to report in
court at in o'clock tomorrow morning, to
which hour the trial was Ihen adjourned
the rren in the box being cautioned by the
court to read nothing of the case.

THE VICE PRESIDENCY

The Pressure for Mr. Reed Growing, but
His Friends Resent It.

Senator l-*i*>t- SuKKeMetl us (In* Bios?

A* niluhle After lllii!.Men From

Other State* Mentioned.

In those circles where th(? nomination of
Mr. McKinley is regarded as a foregone
conclusion the talk of the hour is con¬
fined almost exclusively to the vice presi¬
dency. The ticket, it is held, should be as

strong as it can be made. Success at the
polls will bring with It great responsibility.
The party, therefore, should put its best
men and its be.it foot forward, and there¬
by make sure of keeping in the middle of
the read.

Speculation About .Mr. Heed.

The speculation about Mr. Reed is grow¬
ing. It is not acceptable to his closest
friends, who do not associate him with the
office. They are rather inclined to resent
the suggestion. He would be shelved, they
Insist, i:i the place. Th3 speakership is of
far greater consequence.is easily, indeed,
the second oltiie in influence In the govern¬
ment.and he may have that again if he
likes. Will the republicans draft him? The
democrats have twice drafted a national
figure to make the race for that office.
Thomas A. Hendricks hail to yield both in
lx7<! and in lsst to party pressure. He di 1
so with great reluctance on both occasions,
and in 1NM he made loud complaint. Mr.
Cleveland was ir. unknown man, whereas
he had been a party leader for a quarter
of a century, and in three national conven¬
tions had received substantial support for
the nomination for first place. But he
yielded. If Mr. Heed is drafted, will he
yield'.'
The suggestion is offered that both nomi¬

nations at St. Louis be made by acclama¬
tion. Let the whole proceeding be unprec¬
edented, as tile condition of the country is
thouirht to be. Let the ticket represent an
irresistible tide, which is to extend from
the parly to the country and sweep all be¬
fore it at the polls. But it is recognized
that this could not be done with Mr. Heed
and his friends in active opposition.

Senator Frye Siiggesie»I.
The latest suggestion names Senator Frye

for second place. He is now the Vice
President pro tem. He i3 a good presiding
officer, and a very popular man. He is
likewise a capital stump speaker, and
would be certain to give a great account
of himself In the- campaign. His promo¬
tion would be at no risk to the party in
the Senate. Maine is reliably republican,
and would send a republican to succeed
him. Mr. Frye's familiarity with legisla¬
tive work and his compiete mastering of
parliamentary rules would make liim of
value to his party in the chair in the Sen¬
ate. Then his namo is short, and, joined
to that of Mr. McKinley, would, it is
thought, make an effective campaign cry.
"McKinley and Frye" sounds well in the
ears of some of the politicians.

Available From Other States.

New York is thought to have a long
available list. Gov. Morton, Warner Miller,
Cornelius Bliss, Col. Fred. Grant, Horace
Porter are among the names on It. A New
York man, so the New York papers think,
would help the ticket in eastern business
circles, and make It difficult for the demo¬
crats to do any campaigning on the money
question.
The talk of Mr. Quay for second place

finds no echo In McKinley circles. The
Pennsylvania Senator Is not to their liking,
and, besides. In their opinion such a ticket
would be too much "bunched" geographi¬
cally.
In New Jersey there is Mr. Hobart; in

Connecticut, Gen. Hawley; in Massachu¬
setts, ex-Gov. Long; In Vermont, Senator
Proctor.all regarded as goo 1 men, and
each easily of the vice presidential stature.
Hut, open as the question is, and numer¬

ous as are the names mentioned, a mere
hint from Mr. Reed of his willingness to
accept the nomination would instantly set¬
tle the matter. He is not likely, however,
to drop such a hint.

Pernonal Mention.
Prof. George L. Andrews, LT. S. A., re¬

tired, is at the Shoreham.
Maj. John Egan, first artillery, is at the

Ebbitt.
Maj. P. F. Hanney, medical department,

is at 1401 lGth street.
Col. Thomas C. Sullivan, subsistence de¬

partment. has reported at the War De¬
partment for duty in the olfioe of the com¬
missary general.
Dr. Fred. Bogan of this city sailed for

Europe yesterdav on an extended trip.
Mr. and Mrs. Aaron R. Bryan of Atlanta,

Ga., are at the Ralej(h.

VOTING FOR BISHOP
*

More Ballots Taken at Cleveland
Without Result.

BOLT FROM THE LEADING CANDIDATES

Hearty Welcome of Delegates
Frcm the South.

REPORT OX ITINERANCY

CLEVELAND, Ohio, May 18..Bishop
Newman presided at today's session of the
M. E. general conference.
As soon as the reading of the journal was

completed, a motion was made to take the
ninth liailot for bishop, Dr. Buckley at
once opposed this, on the ground that
many of the ministers who went out of the
city to preach Sunday had not returned,
and the voting was made a special order
for lo o'clock.
In the meantime the routine proceedings

began with a continuation of the consid¬
eration of the report of the committee on

itinerancy. A brief interruption was made
to Introduce I)r. J. C. Morris and A. B.
Perkins of Texas, fraternal delegates from
the M. E. Church South. It was Dr. Mor¬
ris concerning whom an unfortunate com¬

plication arose at the time of his first visit,
and 1ih has returned in older that the con-
iei -ice may redeem itself. The gentleman
..i.s shown svar.t courtesy on the occasion
f his j:re\ious appeal ance before the con¬

ference a day or two after it had met hire.
Kola gentlemen were received this morn¬
ing with applause.

'l'he time until !<. o'clock was fully occu¬
pied in a disji.ssion of the report of the
committee on itineiancy. and at that hour
tile ninth ballot was taken. Nearly an
hour was consumed in counting the vote,
but immediate ly al'ler the recess the tellers
entered the room.
The lepji-t of the Bible Society was be¬

ing ltail and the customary applause
broke out. Imt Bishop Newman promptly
suppressed it.
The ninth ballot was then announced.

The whole rumi-er of votes cast was 3<JO,
making :;:;i necessary to t* choice. The re¬
sult on the leaders was aa follows. ('. C.
Mci'abe, ;sts; Earl Cranston, 2:W; II. A.
Buttz, 1118; J. W. Hamilton, 1.7.»; T. B.
N< ely, 57; J. \V. E. 1 owen, 17. No choice.
The result of the ballot proved to be a

Cre.it surprise. The h >s f.jr M (Vibe was
tu, Cranston 27, Bmtz Howen 2-i, while
tile gain for Hamilton was 5!), and for
Neely 4o. This bole cut the rumor of fc
iircaK to Neely and Hamilton, and the re¬
sult of the tt:ith ballot was awaited with
intense interest.
Tii* vote was taken, when Dr. Teter of

low.i moved to defer all further balloting
for bishop until the next general confer¬
ence, in No second was given, and a
great laiu;h was caused, ai.d the tellers
retired to tcunt the vote.
Bishop Xi win..11 at tlds point presented

Key. \V. IWatkinson, fraternal de.iegat'.
from the British Wpskyan conference,who
said a few words of farewell.
Bishop Newman's response was a gem

and called forth most prolonged applause.
The report of the committee on revisals
was then read. It shewed r.o changes
other than minor matters of routine that
were recommended.
The tenth ballot resulted as follows:

Cranston, 2311: McCab;, J3; Buttz, lit.'!;
Hamilton, INK; Neely, M; Bowen, 12. Nec¬
essary for choice. :!41.
Before the tenth and last ballot of the

morning was announced, rumors of a
Cranston-Hamilton combination began to
gain circulation. This union of the east
and west seemed to be a certainty when
the result was announi-ed.
The eleventh ballot was taken, and the

conference recessed until 2:30 o'clock.

LI IUNG CHAM; AT MOSCOW.

The Clilnt'HC Envoy to Wilnrin the
Cznr'N Coronation.

MOSCOW, Russia, May IS..Li Hung
Chang and suite arrived here today from
St. Petersburg. The Chinese envoy was re¬
ceived in a most brilliant manner, and he
afterward presided at a reception given in
the Chinese embassy, which was profusely
decorated with flags.
Field Marshal Yamagata, the Japanese

envoy; the Duke of Najera, the represen¬
tative of Spain, and the Crown Prince of
Koumania have also arrived here. The lat¬
ter was received at the railroad stat.on by
the grand dukes, grand duchesses and high
officials with military honors, the band
playing the national anthem.
Representatives of the rural population to

the number of about 000 have reached here,
and are lodged In the Korch Theater, whose
stage has been transformed into a vast
dining hall The costumes of the country
visitors present a most picturesque sight,
comprising all kinds from middle Poland
to the extreme Asiatic districts of the
Russian empire.
Over the Maison Perlow, in which the

Chinese embassy is located (the building be¬
longing to an important firm of tea im¬
porters). Moats Li Hung Chang's crest, the
double dragon.
The house Is furnished through in Chi¬

nese style.

STOPPED I.\ «tI ARAXTIXE.

There Hud Iteen Yellow Jack on the
Human Prince.

NEW YORK, May 18..The captain of
the Prince line steamer Roman Prince,
which reached this port today from Bra¬
zilian points, reports that while his vessel
lay at Bahia the chief engineer, the third
engineer and a colored llreman were taken
ill with yellow fever. They were taken to
a hospital ashore, where they speedily re¬
covered. While the Reman Prince was at
sea, on May 5, the second engineer was
taken sick with yellow fever, but by the
loth he was able to resume his duties.
On reaching pert the Roman Prince was

sent to Hoffman Island for disinfection
and cleansing. She will not be permitted
to discharge her cargo nor will any of her
crew be permitted to go ashore until all
danger of infection is passed.

ONLY ONE LIFE LOST.

ttenrt-Iiliift' the ltuinN Cnuxert by the
Atlanta Fire.

ATLANTA, Ga., May IS..A close search
of the l't ins of the Markham House block,
w hich was swept clean by fire last night,
revealed this morning the charred remains
of a human body, which proved to be that
of W. T. Zachary, a negro driver, who
was asleep in a carriage in Milam & Pat¬
terson'* livery stable, which -.vas one of
the iirsc buildings destroyed.
So far us known, no other lives were lost.

Political Xotm.
DENVER, Col., May IS..I. N. Stevens,

committeeman for ti ls state, has called a
state convention of the national silver
party, to m?et on Thursday, June 23, in
this city, to elect seventy delegates to the
national convonttcn, to be held at St.
Louis.
KANSAS CITY, Mo.. May 18..James Gib¬

son, who has been considered a lead'ng
free silver candidate for the democratic
nomination for governor, has issued a let¬
ter to the public, in which he declines to
permit the use of his name.

A SPANISH CRITICISM

Lisuf. Sobra', the Nava! Attiche H«r
Publishes a Newspaper Article.

Gosxlp in Dliiloinntlc Cirrln Ovrr l!U

Action In Commrnllng; on l unal

l)rfrune Weuknem.

Diplomats are engaging In mild gossiji
over the- action of Lk-ut. Guiterrez Sobral.
naval attache of the Spanish legation, in
writing an article for a Spanish publica¬
tion in regard to the weakness of the coast
defcr.Fes of the United States. Copies .«f
the trticle have been received here, and
have been the subject of much comment.
It is even intimated by some sticklers that
the Spanish lieutenant has violated diplo¬
matic proprieties, and may possibly become
perse na rcn grata to the administration.
On the other hand, it is pointed out that it
is clcarly within Lieut. Sobral's duties '.o
obtain all the information he can as to the
strength, condition and resources of the
military and naval forces of the United
Stat<s. Such are tlx- i sual duties of mil-
nary attaches, ami the military end na\al
officers of 'he I'nited States attached to
foreign tml assies and legations arc diuu ;
the s;.me thing for the benetii 01 this gov-
ern'mnt. It would therefore appear th.it
Lieut. Sobral's offending was not in collect¬
ing the ir.formation. but in torwarding it
to an unotlicial publication.

Tile Article in Qumtinn.
The EI Marcial, a Spanish newspaper,

gives the followlrg account of Lit utenant
S ibral's article:
"The weekly Por Mar y Tlerra <By Lnr.d

and Sc.i) publishes an article by Lieuton-
!-nt Guiterrez Sobral, naval attach.- of
Spain to oi.r lection in Washington, upon
the condition of the coast def> .¦s.-s of .

I'Mtfd States. lie considers the .\"u;: 'i
[Arnirican squadron n luctd in strength
and nunUrs by reason of th.- fact t.';«t
it ha.s to guard four thousand miles of
practically defenseless coast.

¦'"Trie establishments for the eori.-ti na¬
tion of gurs,* he says, 'hn\<- not given al-
tog< th< r satisfactory results.*
"Referring to the lack of defenses of

[the co ist, l.icutenai.t Sobral sty#: 'Uos-
ton. New York and Sa'i Fi anc i s> .*> are the
(nly ports where any niotl.ni guns are
moun'ed. Hut neither in number nor cali¬
ber can they completely .1. IV, 1 those pop¬
ulous Cities. The guns of modem cruiser.-
could eernpl' tely reduce Ho-Uon.

"II a squadron has difficulty in enter!'
New Vork harbor by way of Sn:dy II..ok
it can eidlly get in by way of Long Island
s' urd. Access to ships under construction
at Philadelphia Is easy.'
"In < orrol'oration of these ass' rUor.ii

Lieutenant Soliral cites this declaration *. f
General Miles: 'As for deft rir.e, Savannah
ras none. Old (ortUctUoM; half destroy-
ed, are located there, and »h> se are value¬
less for defense. Mobile and Galveston
are in the same conuition. NoMii' -r l.as
been uor.e at Portland. It is said that v.e
have torpedoes, which Is true, but ihiy
alone ate not sufficient. Sl ip? can ap¬
proach near enough to ci'ies to born 'aid
them.'
"Lieutenant Sobral Includes this state¬

ment from the same official: 'A ship pre¬
sents a very small target, uhi'e a city of¬
fers a very large one. Artillery officers
r ognize that, although Boston is de¬
fended by mortars, the city could be bom¬
barded with 10-inch guns ;u su:bciejnt i.um-
bers.
"Referring to the lack of forttflcaifons

on the Pacific coast. Lieutenant Sol.ral
speaks of its defenseless condition by e-it-
Ing the opinion of Senator Wilson of Wash¬
ington, who state's thai England could take
possession of P-jget sound and the coaling
station built In the Straits of San Juan del
Fuca without trouble."
Inasmuch as the; article Is really little

more than a reproduction of reports and
utterances of American officials, which
have been published far and wide in the
newspapers of this country, it is not re¬
garded as at all probable that the adminis¬
tration will feel called on to take any of¬
ficial cognizai.ce of the matter.

Xo Official \tii |licitlIon.
The attention of the State Department

has not been officially directed to the ease
of Lieut. Sobral. Ordinarily, if the subject
were deemed worthy of complaint, the i«
itiative woul 1 be in the shape of representa¬
tions from I'nited Stales Minister Taylor
at Madrid to the State Department, stating
the fact of thtse publications; but so far
nothii g liar, been said of the matter beyond
some gossip in the diplomatic circle in
Washington, and it is likely to end there

SO CHANGE OF POLICY.

Gen. Lee Will Not IHflTer in Ite-fr.-irrt to
Cuhiiu Affair* From IHh Pre'ilecemor.
Consul General Lee Is still in Washington

in dally consultation with the officials of
the State Department. He will have an
Interview wdth the President tomorrow,
after which it may be possible for him to
fix definitely the date of his departure for
his post at Havana. His family will not
join him in Havana until n«-xt fall, but he
will lie accompanied when he leaves Wash¬
ington by his son, Fiszhugh Lee. jr.. who
goes to Cuba in an unofficial capacity It
may be stated on authority that the change
in the personality of the consul general a*
Havaua does not indicate any change in
the policy of the administration with re¬
gard to the Cuban situation.

Interior Department Clinnge-K.
The following changes have been made in

the Department of the Interior:
General land office.Promotions: Mrs.

Eva S. Evans of Kansas, $1,200 to $1,400;
John A. Barnes of cGorgla, Rum to tl.IM";
Miss Ada C. Lammond of California, Jtxi
to »» *).
Office of Indian affairs.Promotion Gu-;-

tav Fricbus ot District of Columbia, drafts¬
man. ?l.r»M to Sl.iaxi. Appointment: Albert
O. Von Herbulis of Virginia, draftsman.

Patent office.Resignations: John H \lc-
Elro.v of Illinois, third assistant examiner
$1,4«H»: Miss Alice F. Humphrey of Con¬
necticut, Promotion: Seniuel E. Fouts
of Indiana, fourth to third assistant ex¬
aminer. Appointment: Howard A. Coombs
of Illinois, lourth assistant eexaminer
$1,200.
Pension office.Resignation: John M. Mc-

Gee of Ohio, special examiner, $l,:too. Pro¬
motions: Theo. Tallnmdge of <_h:o, clerk.
Sl.Utui, to special examiner, $1,300; Wm T
Priddy of Virginia and Herman J. Schulteis
of Wisconsin, $1,000 to $l,3Hi; John R. Grace
of Illinois and Clias. D. Shadbolt of Mis¬
souri. $SMH» to $1,000; Joseph McDonald of
California, $1.*J0 to $1,400; Miss Susan C.
Agres of Massachusetts, $l.ooo to $1 2oo-
Frank D. Byington of West Virginia,clerk'
$1,400, to medical examiner, $l,(<oo.
Geological survey.Appointments: W Car¬

vel Hall of Maryland, topographic drafts¬
man, $1,«00; Fredk. C. P. Reck of New
York, map printer, $,'t.40 per day. Promo¬
tions: Van H. Manning of Missouri, topo-
rapher, $1,600 to $1,SII0; Chas. E. Cooke
tcpographer, $1,-U»0 tj $l.t»Mi; Robt. A. Far-
n.er, topographer, $l,4"o to $1.U00; Wm. R.
Corse of Virginia, tcpographer, $l,l>i<l to
$!,<iO0; James McCormick of Massachusetts
assistant topographer, $l,ooo, to draftsman'
$1,400; J. Edward Spurr of Massachusetts'
assistant geolDgist, $1,000 to $1,000; Harold
1>. G jodrlch of Massachusetts, assistant
geologist, $l<o . to Jl.^oo.
Appointments of appraisers of abandoned

military reservations.Forts Goodwin and
Thomas, in Arizona: Daniel H. Ming and
John T. FitzGerald. Fort Lowell and Camp
Grant, in Arizona: Henry Levin and Doug¬
lass Snyder. Fort McDowell, in Arizona'
Terrin L. Kay and Louis W. Coggins
Camp Cr1 iter.den, in Arizona: Henry Levin
and Wm. F. Powers.
James Hlaine of Unalaska, Alaska has

Veen appointed trustee for town site en¬
tries of lands in Unalaska; compensation
S3 tier dai' when employed.

MYSTERIOUS WILL
Jury Now Listening to tbe Holt

Will Case.

ciirTwnnTjjnrn wmTOTO wrcTT~tiwunniiij wumioj
?

Heirs-at-Law Object to Admitting
the Burned Document.

INCIDENTS OF TI1E DAY

The trial of the celebrated Holt will case
was begun this morning in Circuit Court
No. 1, before Justice Bradley. As is well
known, this is a case to determine the gen¬
uineness of an alleged will of the late
Judge Advocate General Joseph Holt.
Judge Holt died in August, 1MM. He was
supposed to have died intestate, and on the
petition of the heirs-at-law administrators
were appointed.
The estate was being administered upon,

some advances to the heirs having been
paid, it is understood, w hen, the latter
part of last August, the register of wills
received by mall from some unknown per¬
son or persons what purported to be a will
of Judge Holt. The Star has told of the
sensation its receipt occasioned, and of the
efforts made to discover by whom the torn
and fire-scarred paper was mailed, in a dis¬
guised hand, and where it had remain* d
since the date of its making, February.lb<:j.
The Star has also toll of the distin-

.^ lished segmtures to ii. alk-^> d j;. ru-
m.nt, !'res; lent Grant .. 1 Gen. an I Mrs.
Wm. T. S. Sherman, an i of the vara..<*
charges a^oinst k.- geiiuinen* -s and valrJ-
ity iiic.de y tne licit s at-law. Mr. Lik**
Devlin, a W ar 2;-partm-at clerk, is named
as executor by the suj ;».>.- -1 will. lli«- es¬
tate bvin^ equally dlv:d .! by it
Mi. *-- Josephine Holt Throckmorton, a god-chiid, an 1 Miss l/.zzie Myites ol K< niit -ky,
a cousin i y m«.rria-;e of Judg« Holt.
The executor and 1m nrlic:aries e.»ntend« 1,of course, that the ii. trum-nt. said to »>e
m the handwriting of ja-'/e Holt, it %:* .i .-iin an 1 valid, and those are the questionswhich the jury will be required Jo deter¬mine.

OpciiiiiK t'raw d.
When Judge Bradley t< ok his M ai this

morning the court room was by no mean*
crowded, although lat< r on all the ats
available for spectators were oc< up I.
The distinguished array of counsel w«*!l
as the mystery surrounding the will will
probably make the case one of tie mrvtnotable that has l>een tried in th«j lo d
courts for some > i.irs pas:. Maj. and
Throckmorton accompanied Mi. ,-v-morfoti, who, in connection, wiili .*:'«sllynes, is named in the will ol lv7a 'heii ir of the estate of Judge Hr»lt. s
Hynes was also present. Mr. Washin^'-eiI>.Holt and William G.S' rri.t, Id i:- -a*-:awfwere also interested sp- i:it« rs. Mr. Ho'.t
was accompanied by Mrs. Holt and M-sHolt. About the counsel table w- re group' 1Mr. Jcre Wilson, Messrs. Worthington dHeald and Mr. James C. Boston ot I,.e.is-ville, Ky., representing the heirs-at-law,wiy!e Mr J. J. l>ar!ington, Mr. BenjaminButter worth and Mr. Blair la-e ap; ***ed
on behalf of the executor and bench' iari« s.The estate Is valued at betweenand

Seoarittf; it Jcirj*.
I'pon the suggestion of Mr. Worthington,

the members of the jury panel were lirst
examined as to their competency for serv¬
ice, being questioned in turn as to whether
they were acquainted with any of the ?. vr-
ties to the litigation and as to whether theyhad formed an opinion as to the genuine¬
ness of the will in dispute.
James C. Boston of Louisville, Ky., who

is associated with counsel for the heirs-at-law, was introduced to the eourt by Mr.Wilson and was admitted to pra< ti-e.
A list of twenty name.? selected from the

panel was examined by counsel, and, afterexercising tlie right of challenge", twelve
men took their seats in the jury box and
wire sworn, as follows: James M. Trader,Fred Kobey, <\ W. Cooksey, Joseph H. Min-
nich, H. F. Steele, lioSt. ti. Henalt, SamuelB. Jackson, Wm. Flamming, Abner W.
Dangerlield. Klehard C. Carr, George F,Frederick and G. A. Bentley.

Dim lngul*Iie<i Signature's.
The first witness was Senator Sherman

of Ohio, who was examined by Mr. But¬
ter worth.
The witness was shown the disputed v.ill

and testitled that the signature to the will
of his brother. General Sherman, was gen¬
uine. as was also that of Mrs. Sherman.
The next witness was Colonel Fred. D.

Grant of New York city, eldest son of the
late President Grant. In answer to ques¬
tions he spoke of his oj portunit ;es for be¬
coming familiar with the handwriting of
his father, having been assoeiatc-i with
him for a number of years, an i ..itli him
when he wiote his book. Winn asked
about the purported signature of his father
to the Holt will Colonel Grant testified
that it looked like his signature, and that
it had all the characteristics. He said
that he was very sure his father wrote
that signature.
Tile next witness called was Judge Henry

L,. Burnett of New York.
He said that during the last year of the

war he knew Judge Holt very well. He was
summoned to Washington by the War 1 de¬
partment in and was for a time em¬
ployed In the fame ofiice with Judge Holt.
In this way he became very familiar witn
Judge Holt's handwriting. l>uring the
preparation for the trial of the murderers
of President LJncoln h » had an office in the
Wa Department and was in almost daily
communication with Judge Holt.
Judge Burnett was then handed the

burned paper which purports to be the last
will f nd testament of Judge Holt and askti
whether he could recognize the handwrit¬
ing.
Mr. Worthington. for the heirs-at-law,

objected that there was not sufficient evi¬
dence before the Jury to show that the
paper was the instrument on which the
issues of this case were drawn. The point
was not sustained, however, and the quse-
tion was allowed to go.
"In my opinion," said the witness, "the

body of this paper is in the handwriting
of the late Judge Holt, as is also the sig¬
nature at the- end of the dcci-ment."
The witness then produced a nuiul>er of

letters, which he had received from Judge
Holt at various times. The contents wero
not made public.

Leunl Ability.
Mr. Worthington asked the witness

whether he knew that Judge Holt was a

lawyer or not.
j- Lee objected, but Mr. Worthington

pressed the question, saying that It *as
a matter that would have to be settled
sooner or laterli as it was one of their con¬
tentions that no man of legal attainments
would ever have written such a pape<. Ho
said that were the matter to !>e left only
to Judge Bradley instead of to a Jury, It
would not be necessary to introduce any
evidence at all. Any lawyer would say
without hesitation that the document in
question could never have been written by
any man of even moderate legal ability.
In answer to a question the witness said

that his association with Judge Holt led
him to believe that the latter was not a
well-grounded lawyer. He was well in¬
formed as to the underlying principles of
law.but on technical points,such as the rules
of evidence, &c., he was frequently very
much at sea. In his opinion. Judge Holt
was an eloquent jury lawyer rather than a
careful and erudite student of the law.
Several of the letters which the witness


